
  
   
 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 

    
         

 

 
METROPOLITAN  
TOPEKA PLANNING  
ORGANIZATION 

TECHNICAL   ADVISORY   COMMITTEE  

 

TAC AGENDA 
August 12, 2021, 2:00PM   

Zoom Videoconference 

Call to Order/Opening Business  

1. Roll Call 
2. Approval of Minutes for June 10, 2021 
3. Public Comment 
 

Discussion/Non-Action Items  

1. Futures 2045, Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Update: JEO Consultants 
a. Initial Plan overview; Review of Goals and Objectives 

Action Items  

1. TIP Amendment #4: (Attached) Carlton Scroggins 

a. KA-6232-01: Discovery Phase culvert #512 (I-70) in Shawnee Co.(New Project) KDOT 

b. KA-6244-01: Mill and Overlay K-4 in Shawnee Co. (1R Project) (New Project) KDOT 
c. KA-6393-01: US-24 & Rochester Rd.: Mill & Overlay (New Project)   
d. C-5033-01:   Shawnee Co. Interconnected Signalized Intersections (Administrative Revision) 
e. KA-1266-04: Polk-Quincy Viaduct (PQV) Approach roadway: Cost increase and phase years 

updated (Amended Project)   
f. KA-1266-06: PQV ROW acquisition and Demolition/Construction: Cost increase and phase 

years updated (Amended Project) 

2. MTP Amendment #1: (Attached) Carlton Scroggins 
a. Reflect budget increase in constraint years due to PQV scheduling changes and cost increases. 
 

Quick Updates  

1. Transportation Safety Team 

2. US-75/I-70 Corridor North Flyover/Drury Ln. Exit 

3. BCBS Grant: Survey (Taylor) 

4. TAC Vice Chair 

 

Adjourn  
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Voting Members present: Kristi Wilson, KDOT; Andy Fry, TMTA; Carlton Scroggins, COT/MTPO; 
Randy Anderson, SNCO Planning; James Jackson, COT Public Works; Kristi 
Ericksen, COT Traffic Engineer (6)  

Voting Members Absent: Bill Fiander, COT Planning; Steve Baalman, KDOT; Curt Niehaus, SNCO 
Public Works (3) 

City of Topeka Staff 
Present: 

Taylor (Ricketts) Wolfe & Kris Wagers, Topeka Planning  

 

 

Roll Call 
The meeting was held via Zoom video conference and called to order by Chairperson Kristi Wilson with 6 
members present for a quorum. 

Approval of minutes for April 8, 2021 – Motion by Mr. Jackson, 2nd by Ms. Ericksen; APPROVED 6/0/0 
Public Comment – none 
TIP Amendment #3 – staff requesting authorization to put the amendment out for public comment. 

Ms. Wilson introduced the amendment and began reviewing the individual items. 

1. KA-1266-04 I-70 Polk/Quincy Viaduct & Approach Roadway: (Amendment-28% cost increase) KDOT 
2. KA-1266-06 I-70 Polk/Quincy Viaduct: ROW/Building Demolition: (Amendment-85% cost increase) 

KDOT 
Mr. Fry expressed concern about the fact that it’s unclear as to what changes are that call for the 
increases to #1 and #2. Nobody from KDOT was logged in that could answer questions about the 
changes. There was considerable discussion and concern among TAC members about whether the 
scope of the Polk Quincy Viaduct project is changing. Ultimately it was agreed that additional 
information from KDOT is needed. It was agreed that the amendment could be approved to go out 
for public comment with the understanding that KDOT will provide the requested information. It is 
to be sent by MPO staff to members of TAC and Policy Board and placed on the MPO website and 
on TopekaSpeaks for review by the public. 

3. TE-0494-01 10th St. Shared Use Path (Revision) City 
4. TE-0503-01 Robinson Trail Extension: (Completes Deer Creek Southern portion): (Revision) County 
5. TE-0505-01 Bikeways Master Plan Phase IV (pt.1): (Revision-Let moved from 2021 to 2022) City 
6. TE-0505-02 Bikeways Master Plan Phase IV (pt.2): (Revision-Let moved from 2021 to 2022) City 
7. TE-0505-03 Bikeways Master Plan Phase IV (pt.3): (Revision-Let moved from 2021 to 2022) City 

Mr. Scroggins reviewed revisions 3-7 and took questions as they arose. 
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Ms. Wilson explained to the committee that what they are voting on today is whether the amendment can go 
out for public comment. It does not mean there are no questions or concerns about the amendment. 
Ultimately it will be up to the Policy Board to review and decide whether or not to approve the amendment. 
Ms. Ericksen and others expressed concern especially in regard to whether there had been a change in the 
scope of the project and discussion which had not been relayed to the City. Mr. Jackson explained that he has 
information from KDOT regarding buildings that need to be acquired by the state and likely demolished and 
that could shed light on the reason for the cost increase. 
Motion to approve to go out for public comment with the stipulation that TAC members must receive 
additional information regarding items 1 and 2 of the TIP amendment, especially concerning any change in 
scope and locations that are part of the right of way. The same information is to be provided to Policy Board 
and included with information that is published and advertised as being out for public comment. Second by 
Andy Fry. APPROVED 6-0-0 
If concerns continue once additional information has been provided, TAC members should attend the Policy 
Board meeting and express their concerns there. 
 
Discussion/Non-Action Item: Back-in Parking Policy  
Ms. Wolfe and Mr. Fry explained that CSAC is wanting to explore the possibility of a back-in parking policy. 
They are wanting to be sure that this is something TAC would be okay with and could potentially support, 
depending on their findings. 
TAC members expressed no concern or objections to the possibility of CSAC exploring and writing a draft 
policy for staff and MPO to consider. Ms. Ericksen stated that she felt it appropriate for the research and 
beginning draft to come through MPO. Mr. Fry provided some background information as to why this is 
something CSAC is interested in, stating that they’d like decisions to be based on science and metrics rather 
than public opinion. Mr. Jackson encouraged Mr. Fry to look at other cities who have implemented back-in 
parking for input from them. 
 
Mode/location of future TAC meetings 
Mr. Scroggins explained that it has once again become possible to meet in person if that is the preference of 
the committee. City boards and commissions are being allowed to decide for themselves whether they wish to 
return to meeting in person or prefer to continue meeting by Zoom. Hybrid meetings are not an option; the 
committee is being asked to choose one or the other. Although this was not on the agenda as an action item, 
members agreed that meeting via Zoom is working well and should continue for now. Ms. Cochran with FHWA 
pointed out that the Zoom meetings allow some who couldn’t attend in person to participate. Mr. Jackson noted 
that it allows more flexibility and leaves more time for other things when you don’t have to worry about travel 
time, etc. 
It was agreed that TAC meetings will continue via Zoom until or unless the committee decides it is no longer 
the best option. 
 
MTP Update 
Mr. Scroggins stated that staff has had an initial meeting with the chosen consultants (JEO) and the project is 
underway. JEO anticipates being able to meet the target completion date of June 2022. 
 
Cost Share Grant Award 
Ms. Wolfe explained that staff applied for and received cost share grant funds for the 8th Street project of 
creating a bike lane from Topeka Blvd to Madison. The project will include lane diet with buffered bike lane with 
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mill and overlay and signal modifications. Grant funds awarded were $763k and the City will contribute an 
additional 20%. 
 
Safety Advisory Committee 
Formation of the committee is in progress. They had a “pre-meeting” that included discussion about the 
potential function of the committee, structure, and membership. They will meet again in July. 
 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:33PM 
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