
 
 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 

    
         

 

TAC AGENDA 
April 9, 2020, 2:00PM   

Holliday Building, 620 SE Madison 
1st Floor Holliday Conference Room 

Online 

 
METROPOLITAN  
TOPEKA PLANNING  
ORGANIZATION 

TECHNICAL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  

 

Call to Order/Opening Business  

• Roll Call 
• Approval of Minutes for January  9, 2019 
• Public Comment 

Action Items  

2019-2022 TIP Amendment #9 (Attached) Carlton 

• KA-3235-01: US-24 Hwy: Mill & Overlay (Amended project) (KDOT) 
• KA-5530-01: Bridge Repairs @ I-470/Huntoon (New to TIP) (KDOT) 
• KA-5616-01: PE for 10 Bridges along I-70 (New to TIP, State funds only) (KDOT) 
• TE-0464-01: Deer Creek Trail Ext.: Revised let date & 4% project increase (Amended project) 

(County) 

UPWP 2020 Amendment #1 (Attached) 

• Reconcile CPG Actual budget allocation 
• Reconcile Bikeways Master Plan Update carryover amount 
• Correct TMTA planner budget allocation 
• Addition of UPWP Policy defining formal amendments and administrative revisions 

Request approval to be released for public comment. 

 

Presentations   

• None 

 

Discussion/Non-Action Items  
 

• Zagster Scooters/Bikes 
• Healthy Lifestyles Grants BC/BS 
• Bikeways Master Plan Update 
• Ped Plan Projects/KDOT grant 

 
 

Other Items/New Business 

 

Adjourn: 
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Voting Members present: Kristi Wilson, KDOT; Edwin Rothrock (for Bob Nugent), TMTA; Carlton 
Scroggins, COT/MTPO; Bill Fiander, COT Planning; Jason Peek, COT Public 
Works, Randy Anderson, SNCO Planning; Curt Niehaus, SNCO Public Works 
(7) 

Voting Members Absent: (0) 

City of Topeka Staff 
Present: 

Taylor Ricketts & Kris Wagers, Topeka Planning & Development 

 

 
Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Curt Niehaus with 7 present for a quorum. 

Approval of minutes for October 3, 2019 
Motion by Ms. Wilson to approve; second by Mr. Peek. APPROVED (7-0-0) 

Public Comment – none 
Election of 2020 Officers – 
Following discussion of the typical rotation of chair/vice-chair, there was a motion by Mr. Fiander and second by 
Mr. Anderson to elect Carlton Scroggins as 2020 Chairperson and Kristi Wilson as 2020 Vice-Chairperson. 
APPROVAL (7-0-0) 

Action Items 
2019-2022 TIP Amendment #8, request to put out for public comment: 
• C-5033-01 Upgrade traffic signals with protected lefts for RR crossing and intersections with left turn bays.  Located 

along S. Topeka Blvd. @ 57th, University, and Gary Ormsby Dr. 
• KA-5526-01 Bridge Maintenance work on Bridge #250 located at the junction of Croco Rd./I-70 
• TMTA 5339 Grant for Maintenance Equip., Operator Barriers, and Bus stops for phase 10 

 

Mr. Scroggins introduced the proposed amendment, noting regarding the first item that there have been a 
number of traffic accidents resulting from people making left turns in front of oncoming traffic.  
Mr. Niehaus provided additional details about the proposed project. Signals will be replaced at 3 intersections; 
improvements will be electronic & structural and will include improved coordination with railroad crossings. 
KDOT will pay 90% and the county will pay the 10% match. The county hopes the project will be let by mid-
September of 2020 with construction taking place over winter 2020-2021. Responding to a question from Mr. 
Peek, there’s no formal plan in the design phase of the project to coordinate the signals. 
Regarding Bridge 250, Mr. Niehaus noted that the timing may be a concern due to the fact that the county’s SE 
29th Street project will be continuing in 2020. Following additional information provided by Mr. Niehaus and 
discussion, it was noted that the purpose of today’s amendment is to move forward so funds can be obligated. 
Mr. Niehaus’s concerns will be shared with the appropriate people at KDOT and discussion will need to take 
place as the project is planned and timing is considered.  
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Mr. Scroggins introduced TMTA 5339 grant and Mr. Rothrock explained that the operator barriers provide 
protection to bus drivers and are becoming more common. To date there have been no significant assaults on 
the drivers, but TMTA is seeking to be proactive. 
Motion by Mr. Peek, second by Mr. Fiander to approve the amendment go out for public comment. APPROVAL 
(7-0-0) 
 

Discussion/Non-Action Items / Quick Updates 
TAC Bylaws 
Mr. Scroggins explained that the bylaws are being provided for review and comment. Mr. Peek asked if 
designated members are contacted about meetings and staff will update the contact list as necessary. Mr. 
Anderson stated that Anna Ortega will be the designated alternate for him and Mr. Peek stated that Kristi 
Ericksen and Brian Faust would be designated alternates for him. 

Zagster Scooters / Bikes 
Mr. Fiander gave an update on negotiations that have taken place with Zagster regarding providing bikes and 
scooters. We have entered into an agreement with Zagster for a pilot period of 1 year, said agreement 
scheduled to begin in April 2020. 

Mr. Fiander answered questions and Mr. Rothrock provided information about the current bikeshare program 
which is scheduled to end in 2020. They’re not sure what will become of the current bikes but the last group 
was able to be sold.  

Healthy Lifestyles Grants 
Ms. Ricketts explained BC/BS’s Pathways to A Healthy Kansas program is currently taking grant applications 
for up to $200k toward projects geared toward community-type projects. Planning & Development may submit 
an application but Ms. Ricketts wanted to make everyone aware that they can submit a letter of intent to BC/BS 
by January 17 if they’re interested in applying. Applications will be due in March. Discussion included possible 
projects which might include temporary curbing for bike lane protection and trail connections. Mr. Fiander noted 
that this could potentially be included in Bikeways funding. Also mentioned was adding signage or medallions 
on trails giving info about distances. 

Bikeways Master Plan Update 
Ms. Ricketts reported that currently the consultants are working on a list of priority projects and a draft 
document/plan. They are closer to finalizing the priority list to go to CSAC and eventually to the public to 
comment on. A document draft is expected by February 14 with a final draft in April. 

Other 
Mr. Rothrock reported that automatic vehicle location went live last Monday and an app is now available so 
people can see bus locations and get updates in real time. 

Mr. Rothrock was asked when TMTA expects to get electric buses. TMTA has won a grant to pay 85% of the 
purchase cost of electric buses. Mr. Rothrock explained that the board had requested studies be done to be 
sure of the impact electric buses would have prior to accepting the grant. The studies are not complete but 
seem to be pointing toward electric busses being an asset. Buses are not scheduled to be placed until March 
2022 so they have some time. If they chose not to accept the grant, TMTA would pay 100% of the cost to 
purchase new diesel buses. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:02PM 
 






























