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Key Revenue Indicators Overview 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Property Tax 

 
The ad valorem tax revenues are derived from taxes levied on real property, personal 

property, and state assessed utilities. This is one of the largest revenue sources for the City 

of Topeka, with ad valorem taxes levied for the General, Debt Service, and Special 

Liability Funds. To date, property tax collections increased 2.20% in 2019 to $41,473,971 

from the 2018 collections of $40,581,384. They have increased 7.5% from 2015 collections 

of $38,374,775. 

 

 

   



 
 

 

Sales Tax 
 

The City of Topeka receives two sales taxes for direct operations: a citywide 1 cent sales 

tax for general purposes and a 1/2 cent sales tax set aside for existing street 

improvements. Sales tax distributions have a two month lag from when they are 

collected versus when the City receives them. To date, total sales tax collections 

decreased 3.5% in 2019 to $30,317,843 compared to 2018 collections of $31,401,308. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Franchise Fee 
 

Franchise Fee revenues are based on agreements between the City and local utilities. 

Generally, these agreements are long term and result in payments to the City of 5-6% of 

utility revenues. All franchise fee revenue is credited to the General Fund. Franchise Fee 

revenues tend to be volatile as it is influenced by the weather, commodity pricing, and 

utility rates. To date, franchise fee collections decreased -10.3% in 2019 to $9,127,843 from 

the 2018 collections of $10,170,898. The collections are $974,286 below the five year 

collection average of $10,102,128. 

 



 

Water Fees 
 

Customers in the City are charged fees for water services. These fees are reviewed on an 

annual basis to ensure adequate future financial planning and the capacity to maintain, 

preserve, and enhance the infrastructure of the City water system. To date, water fee 

revenues decreased -2.2% in 2019 to $22,901,231 from 2018 collections of $23,420,462 . 

The historical upward trend in water fee revenues is representative of the rate increases of 

6% in 2018, 5% in 2019, and 5% in 2020 approved by the Governing Body in 2017. The 

decline in August 2019 revenues from August 2018 revenues is largely driven by the 

higher than average rainfall this summer which decreases consumer consumption of water 

for lawns and gardens. 

 

 

 

Wastewater Fees 
 

Customers in the City are charged a fee for wastewater disposal. These fees are reviewed 

on an annual bases to ensure adequate future financial planning and the capacity to 

maintain, preserve, and enhance the infrastructure of the City wastewater system. To 

date, wastewater revenue increased 5.7% in 2019 to $21,206,680 from 2018 collections of 

$20,072,089. The upward trend in wastewater fees is also representative of the rate 

increases of 6% in 2018, 5% in 2020 approved by the Governing Body in 2017. 

 



 

 

Fund Overview 
 

 

 
 
 

 

General Fund 

 
Year to date, General Fund revenue decreased -0.5% in 2019 to $68,754,676 compared to 

the 2018 collections of $69,070,081.Year to date, General Fund expenditures increased 

4.7% in 2019 to $66,388,316 from 2018 expenditures of $63,418,299. The largest increases 

in expenditures are in the police department. The increase in police costs are largely 

driven by an increase of $1,251,771 in personnel costs. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Cash Management 

 
The City recognizes that effective cash management is an integral part of financial 

management. The City seeks out investments that achieve the highest rates within 

allowable securities that preserve the safety, liquidity, return on investment, and 

diversification of funds. The chart below describes the invested value of City investments 

compared to the guidelines of the investment policy. It also shows the total cash balance of 

the City as of the month end in the total portfolio balance as well as the average duration 

of investments. For more information please visit the Kansas State Legislative statutes 

governing the investment of public monies. 

 

 

 

 

Debt Management 

Finance staff oversee all debt issued by the City, which includes General Obligation (GO), 

revenue backed, revolving loan funds, temporary notes and special assessment debt. As of 

the quarter ending June 2019 the city has $442,273,331inpermanent and temporary debt 

outstanding, compared to $408,675,173 in the same quarter in 2018 or an increase of 8.2%. 
The increase is largely driven by an increase in utility revenue backed debt of 

$38,625,000 that is offset by a decrease in revolving loan funds of $6,359,736. 

 

For more information and to visit the city's fiscal sustainability performance page, click 

the button below. 

 

 
 

 

 

City of Topeka Checkbook 
 

This tool allows citizens to view who received payments from the city for goods and 

services and how much they received. The application allows the user to drill down from 

aggregated spending accounts all the way down to individual payment to a payee. Please 

visit City of Topeka Checkbook by clicking the button below to review how we 

allocate public funds. 

 



 

Unemployment Rate 
 

The unemployment rate is a measure of the prevalence of unemployment and it is 

calculated as a percentage by dividing the number of unemployed individuals by those 

individuals working and those actively seeking employment and willing to work. The 

unemployment rate for July 2019 was 3.7%, data lags by one month. For more detailed 

information please visit the Bureau of Labor Statistics for Topeka, KS. 

 

 
 

 

Building Permits 

For a comprehensive review of the status of residential and commercial building permits 

in the city please visit the August report prepared by the Planning department. 

 

 

 

 

From the City Manager's Desk 

For weekly reports containing updates from across the City's departments and divisions 

about past activity and upcoming events, please click the button below to read more. 

 

                          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ArcG IS StoryMaps 
esri 

 

Storytelling that resonates. Harness the power of maps to tell stories that matter. 


