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BACKGROUND
Topeka’s Pedestrian Master Plan was initiated in 2015 and formally adopted in 
2016 by the MTPO and Governing Body

• 60.9 miles
• 25.5 miles NEW

• 16 miles REPAIRED

• 19.4 miles  STREET Projects (CIP/Sales Tax)

• Sidewalk Build-Out Goal (total coverage both sides of street)
• All Streets => 48% to  51%

• Arterials => 69% to 79%

CIP increased funding for implementation from $100,ooo to $600,000 annually 
starting in 2016

• 10 year need = $21 million in highest demand areas
• 10 year funding = $6 million (CIP) + $6 million (Other funds - TA, SRTS, SORT, ADA, etc..) 

• $9 million shortfall (minimum)
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BACKGROUND

VISION
• “Topeka is a walkable city where people of all ages and abilities can safely and comfortably travel 

on foot”

GOALS

• A Complete Pedestrian Network
• Prioritize sidewalks to schools, bus routes, community centers, senior centers, and park/trails, 

and ensure that Topeka’s neighborhoods are connected.

• Maintained Sidewalks
• Repair existing sidewalks and maintain new sidewalks so that they are safe for travel at all 

times.

• Safety and Comfort
• Improve sidewalks and intersections with infrastructure that will keep pedestrians safe and 

comfortable.

• A Culture of Walking
• Make walking a normal part of everyday life.

• Priority Projects
• Focus resources on neighborhoods where the demand for walking is highest.
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Background
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HIGH   WEIGHT:

BUS  ROUTES

INTENSIVE  CARE  AREAS

PARKS  AND  TRAILS

SCHOOLS

STREETS  W/O  SIDEWALK

LOWER  WEIGHT:

BUSY  STREETS 

COMMERCIAL  PARCELS

COMMUNITY/SR  CENTERS

HIGH  DENSITY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAJOR  DESTINATIONS

AT  RISK  NEIGHBORHOODS
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BEFORE- 29th and Adams 
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AFTER- 29th and Adams 
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PROCESS

4th QUARTER

• Typically, a neighborhood and a street corridor is selected based on the 
Pedestrian Plan 

• Planning will affirm the neighborhood and street corridor with the Complete 
Streets Advisory Committee (CSAC) 

• Planning will send neighborhood boundary and street corridor to engineering 
so they can write up RFP and use this boundary for ADA project

• ADA project is a separate project with its own contractors and timelines

• Planning will set up and attend a neighborhood meeting to introduce the 
project

• Get initial input and feedback from neighborhood 
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…PROCESS (CONT.)

1st/2nd QUARTER

• Planning conducts an inventory of the neighborhood and creates a conditions 
map

• Planning schedules and attends a neighborhood meeting and a CSAC meeting 
to discuss conditions map and identify priority areas 

• Consultants are hired and conduct their own condition and feasibility analysis

• Consultants will draft up preliminary designs –taking into account previous 
input and cost estimates 

• Planning and consultants will schedule and attend a neighborhood meeting to 
discuss draft plans and will identify priority areas

• Contractors are hired and will complete as much of the plan that funds can 
cover

• *The following is an example from the 2019 project in Elmhurst: 
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-Identify Safe Routes To School

ELMHURST-Planning Analysis

-Walk neighborhood noting conditions -Create condition map
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CONSULTANTS

• Do their own condition and feasibility analysis and 
draft up preliminary locations for new sidewalks

• Planning will relay any issues from homeowners to 
consultant so they can make alterations or 
accommodations within design
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• Once the consultants have created a 
preliminary draft the city sets up an 
informational meeting to present draft design

• The card to the right was placed on all doors 
within the neighborhood 
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