
***In person and virtual attendance options are available. Please contact the Council office 

by 5:00pm the day prior to meeting to request the Zoom link. *** 

 

City Council Committee  
 Meeting Notice 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
City Hall, 215 SE 7th Street, Suite 255 

Topeka, KS 66603-3914 
Tel: (785) 368-3710 

Fax: (785) 368-3958 
www.topeka.org 

Committee: Public Health & Safety 

Meeting Date: June 21, 2023 

Time:  11:00am 

Location: Classroom A; Law Enforcement Center 320 S. Kansas Ave (virtual 

attendance option also available)  

 

Agenda: 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approve May 17, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
 

3. Changing Our Culture of Property Maintenance 

a. Action/Marketing/Mowing Team 

i. Mowing Updates 

b. Policy Teams 

i. LLC Ordinance, Repeat Offenders – Brief Report 

ii. Municipal Court SOP’s, fees – Updates/Report 

iii. Property Maintenance – Updates  

iv. Retaliatory Eviction Ordinance – Report, Discuss Possible Action 

c. Vacant Properties – Preliminary Calendaring, Staffing Discuss, possible 

referral to Acting City Manager 

 

4. Other Reports 

 

5. Adjourn; Next meeting July 19, 2023 @ 11:00am in Holliday 1
st

 Floor Conference 

Room or Zoom. 

  

STAFF REQUESTED: City Attorney Amanda Stanley, Judge Karan Thadani, Monique 

Glaude´ 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Karen Hiller – District 1 

         Christina Valdivia-Alcalá – District 2 

         Brett Kell – District 5 

         Spencer Duncan – District 8  

   

Contact:  Liz Toyne, City Council Assistant 785-368-3710 

http://www.topeka.org/


 

Legal Department, Prosecution Division 
215 SE 7th Street, Room 170 
Topeka, KS  66603 

Kelly Trussell, Chief of Prosecution 
Tel:  (785) 368-3910 

www.topeka.org 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To: Amanda Stanley 
From: Kelly Trussell 
Re: Update on Code Case Default Judgments  
Date: 5/26/2023 
 
 
The following is an update to report the use of TMC 2.40.405(b) to address legal entities failing to 
appear at Code Arraignments. 
 
The court process we are using to implement TMC 2.40.405(b) is as follows: 
 

(1) The legal entity’s resident agent is mailed notice of the arraignment hearing date; 
(2) If no one appears on behalf of the entity at arraignment, the case is set on the show 

cause docket and the resident agent is mailed notice of that date; 
(3) If there is no appearance at the show cause hearing, the case is set for trial on the pro 

se trial docket and the resident agent is mailed notice of that date; 
(4) If there is no appearance at the trial, default judgment is entered and the case is set to 

the sentencing docket and the resident agent is mailed notice of that date; 
(5) At the sentencing docket, we recommend fines as set out in TMC 8.60.070;  
(6) After conviction and sentencing, we file new charges against the entity because the 

property is still in violation; and 
(7) Each additional default judgment conviction will increase the fine amounts at 

sentencing, as set out in TMC 8.60.070. 
 
Using this process, there are plenty of opportunities for the entity to appear and address the charges 
filed.  To date, we have completed default judgments (including sentencing) against three LLC 
entities, totaling four cases.  One of the LLC’s had two cases pending.   
 
Currently, there are two entities set in early June for the pro se trial dockets; if no appearance, 
default judgment will be entered. 
 
Currently there is one entity, with 13 cases, set on the 6/26/23 show cause docket; if no appearance, 
the cases will be placed on the pro se trial docket. 
 
It is important to note that TMC 2.40.405(b) has also created a change in how some entities are 
responding to the charged cases.  In one example, the entity was facing default judgment and 
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City Communications 
City Hall, 215 SE 7th Street 
Topeka, KS 66603 

Tel: 785-368-0991 
www.topeka.org  

requested 30 days to demolish the structure as an alternative. This structure was partially collapsed 
and after demolition, the lot is empty and free of violations.  That case was charged April 2022, 
and without the ability to enter default judgment, it is likely the entity would not have been inclined 
to remove the structure. 
 
Additionally, there is an entity that owns over 30 Topeka properties.  This entity had accrued 14 
separate criminal cases alleging multiple violations at the entity’s properties.  Since implementing 
the default judgment process, that entity has corrected and closed 11 of those cases and is working 
towards correction on the remaining three cases. That same entity also recently corrected and 
closed two pending code cases prior to charging. 
 
Please let me know if you need any further details on this matter. 
 
 
  
 

 

http://www.topeka.org/
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(Published in the Topeka Metro News _______________________________________) 1 
 2 

ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 3 
 4 

AN ORDINANCE introduced by City Manager Stephen Wade concerning procedures 5 
for prosecuting International Property Maintenance Code violations 6 
in Municipal Court, amending Topeka Municipal Code sections 7 
2.40.040, 2.40.130, 2.40.180, 2.40.210, 8.60.070, 8.60.110 and 8 
8.75.040 and repealing original sections and creating new sections 9 
2.40.405 and 2.45.050. 10 

 11 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS: 12 

 Section 1. That section 2.40.040, Intent-Construction-Procedure not provided, 13 

of The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 14 

 Intent – Construction – Procedure not provided; Liability for legal entities. 15 

(a) This Code is intended to provide for the just determination of every 16 

proceeding for violation of City ordinances. Its provisions shall be construed to secure 17 

simplicity in procedure, fairness in administration and the elimination of unjustifiable 18 

expense and delay. If no procedure is provided by this Code, the court shall proceed in 19 

any lawful manner consistent with any applicable law and not inconsistent with this 20 

Code. 21 

(b) A legal entity is responsible for acts committed by its agents when acting 22 

within the scope of the agent’s authority.    23 

(c) A person who violates an ordinance, or causes such acts to be performed, 24 

in the name of or on behalf of a legal entity is legally responsible to the same extent as 25 

if such acts were performed in the person’s own name or on the person’s behalf. 26 

 Section 2. That section 2.40.130, Definitions, of The Code of the City of 27 

Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 28 

 Definitions. 29 

As used in this article: 30 
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(a) “Accused person” means a person, corporation or other legal entity accused 31 

by a complaint of the violation of a City ordinance. 32 

(b) “Agent” means any director, officer, partner, member, employee or other 33 

person who is authorized to act on behalf of a legal entity. 34 

(bc) “Appearance bond” means an undertaking, with or without security, entered 35 

into by a person in custody by which the person is bound to comply with the conditions 36 

of the undertaking. 37 

(cd) “Arraignment” means the formal act of calling the person accused of 38 

violating an ordinance before the Municipal Court to inform the person of the offense 39 

with which the person is charged, to ask the person whether the person is guilty or not 40 

guilty and, if guilty, to impose sentence. 41 

(de) “Arrest” means the taking of a person into custody in order that the person 42 

will appear to answer for the violation of an ordinance. The giving of a notice to appear 43 

is not an arrest. 44 

(ef) “Bail” is the security given for the purpose of insuring compliance with the 45 

terms of an appearance bond. 46 

(fg) “City Attorney” means any attorney who represents the City in the 47 

prosecution of an accused person for the violation of a City ordinance. 48 

(gh) “Complaint” means a sworn written statement, or a written statement by a 49 

law enforcement officer, the City Attorney or an Assistant City Attorney, an animal 50 

control officer, a parking control officer as specifically authorized by TMC 10.60.350, a 51 

property maintenance inspector as specifically authorized by TMC 10.60.120 or a Fire 52 

Department employee with authority to enforce the fire code that recites the essential 53 

facts constituting a violation of an ordinance. 54 

https://topeka.municipal.codes/TMC/10.60.350
https://topeka.municipal.codes/TMC/10.60.120
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(hi) “Custody” means the restraint of a person pursuant to an arrest. 55 

(ij) “Detention” means the temporary restraint of a person by a law enforcement 56 

officer. 57 

(jk) “Law enforcement officer” means any person who by virtue of office or public 58 

employment is vested by law with a duty to maintain public order and to make arrests 59 

for violation of the laws of the State of Kansas or ordinances of any municipality thereof. 60 

For the purposes of signing and serving a uniform complaint and notice to appear or a 61 

subpoena, the term shall also mean the City Attorney or an Assistant City Attorney, an 62 

animal control officer, a parking control officer as specifically authorized by 63 

TMC 10.60.350, a property maintenance inspector as specifically authorized by 64 

TMC 10.60.120 or a Fire Department employee with authority to enforce the fire code. 65 

(l) “Legal entity” means a business trust, corporation, limited partnership, 66 

limited liability partnership, limited liability company and a foreign covered entity, as 67 

defined in K.S.A. 17-7902 and amendments thereto. 68 

(km) “Notice to appear” is a written notice to a person accused by a complaint of 69 

having violated an ordinance of a City to appear at a stated time and place to answer to 70 

the charge of the complaint. 71 

(ln) “Ordinance cigarette or tobacco infraction” is a violation of an ordinance that 72 

proscribes the same behavior as proscribed by subsection (m) or (n) of K.S.A. 79-73 

3321 and amendments thereto. 74 

(mo) “Ordinance traffic infraction” is a violation of an ordinance that proscribes or 75 

requires the same behavior as that proscribed or required by a statutory provision that is 76 

classified as a traffic infraction in K.S.A. 8-2118 (1998 Supp.) and amendments thereto. 77 

(p) “Resident agent” is the representative of a legal entity appointed pursuant 78 

https://topeka.municipal.codes/TMC/10.60.350
https://topeka.municipal.codes/TMC/10.60.120
https://topeka.municipal.codes/KS/KSA/79-3321
https://topeka.municipal.codes/KS/KSA/79-3321
https://topeka.municipal.codes/KS/KSA/8-2118
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to K.S.A. 17-7901 et seq. and amendments thereto. 79 

(q) “Show cause order” is a process issued by the court to require a resident 80 

agent or other representative of a legal entity to appear and give testimony regarding 81 

whether the court should proceed to trial and judgment without further process. 82 

(nr) “Subpoena” is a process issued by the court to cause a witness to appear 83 

and give testimony at a time and place therein specified. 84 

(os) “Warrant” is a written order made by a Municipal Judge directed to any law 85 

enforcement officer commanding the officer to arrest the person named or described in 86 

it. 87 

 Section 3. That section 2.40.180, Notice to appear – Contents - Form, of The 88 

Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 89 

 Notice to appear – Contents – Form. 90 

(a) A notice to appear shall describe the offense charged, shall summon the 91 

accused person to appear, shall contain a space in which the accused person may 92 

agree, in writing, to appear at a time not less than five days after such notice to appear 93 

is given, unless the accused person shall demand an earlier hearing. A notice to appear 94 

may be signed by a Municipal Judge, the clerk of the Municipal Court, the City Attorney, 95 

an Assistant City Attorney, a law enforcement officer of the City, an animal control 96 

officer, or a Fire Department employee with authority to enforce the Uniform Fire Code. 97 

(b) If the accused person is a legal entity, the notice to appear shall summon 98 

an agent. 99 

(c) A notice to appear shall be deemed sufficient if in substantially the form of 100 

the notice to appear set out in K.S.A. 12-4204 and amendments thereto, or if in 101 

substantially the following form: 102 

https://topeka.municipal.codes/KS/KSA/12-4204
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IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT 103 
OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 104 

The City of Topeka, Kansas 105 
vs. 106 
________________________________, 107 
(Accused person) 108 
________________________________, 109 
(Address) 110 

NOTICE TO APPEAR 111 

The City of Topeka, Kansas, To The Above Named Accused Person. 112 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Municipal Court of Topeka, Kansas, on the 113 
________ day of ________, ________, at ___________ o’clock, ________.m., to answer a 114 
complaint charging you with 115 

_________________________________ 116 

_________________________________ 117 

________________________________. 118 

If you fail to appear a warrant will be issued for your arrest. 119 

Dated __________________, ________. 120 

_________________________________ 121 

/s/____________________ 122 
Signature of Official 123 

/s/____________________ 124 
Title of Official 125 

I agree to appear in said Court at said time and place. 126 

_________________________________ 127 

/s/_________________________ 128 
Signature of Accused Person or Agent 129 

RETURN 130 

The undersigned hereby certifies that on the _____________ day of ___________, ________, 131 
the notice to appear was served, mailed or delivered. 132 
/s/________________________ 133 
Signature and Title of Official 134 
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 Section 4. That section 2.40.210, Notice to appear – Service - Return, of The 135 

Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 136 

Notice to appear – Service – Return. 137 

(a)  The notice to appear shall be served upon the accused person by 138 

delivering a copy to him or her personally, or by leaving it at the dwelling house of the 139 

accused person or usual place of abode with some person of suitable age and 140 

discretion then residing therein, or by mailing it to the last known address of said 141 

person.  142 

(b) If the accused person is a legal entity, the notice to appear shall be served 143 

by mailing it to the address of the legal entity identified in the records maintained by the 144 

Kansas Secretary of State and serving the notice to appear as follows: 145 

(1) serving a copy on an officer, manager, partner or agent; 146 

(2) leaving a copy at any of the business offices with the person having 147 

charge; or 148 

(3) serving a copy on any resident agent by mailing the notice to the 149 

address of the resident agent identified in the records maintained by the Kansas 150 

Secretary of State. 151 

(c) A notice to appear may be served by any law enforcement officer, the 152 

Municipal Judge, the clerk of the Municipal Court, the City Attorney, an Assistant City 153 

Attorney, an animal control officer, a parking control officer as specifically authorized by 154 

TMC 10.60.350, a property maintenance inspector as specifically authorized by 155 

TMC 10.60.120 or a Fire Department employee with authority to enforce the fire code, 156 

and, if mailed, shall be mailed by a law enforcement officer, the Municipal Judge, the 157 

clerk of the Municipal Court, the City Attorney, any animal control officer, a parking 158 
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control officer as specifically authorized by TMC 10.60.350, a property maintenance 159 

inspector as specifically authorized by TMC 10.60.120 or a Fire Department employee 160 

with authority to enforce the fire code.  161 

(d) Upon service by mail, the person serving the notice to appear shall 162 

execute a verification to be filed with a copy of the notice to appear. Said verification 163 

shall be deemed sufficient if in substantially the following form: 164 

The undersigned hereby certifies that on the ________________ day of ________, ________, a 165 
copy of notice to appear was mailed to _________________ at 166 
___________________________________ 167 

/s/_________________________________ 168 
Signature of Person Serving 169 
Notice to Appear 170 

Section 5. That The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended 171 

by adding a section, to be numbered 2.40.405, which said section reads as follows: 172 

Failure to appear; show cause. 173 

(a) If the accused person fails to appear, the court shall declare the 174 

appearance bond to be forfeited and may issue a warrant for the arrest of the accused 175 

person. 176 

(b) If the accused person is a legal entity and the resident agent or other 177 

agent of the legal entity fails to appear, the court shall issue a show cause order to the 178 

resident agent.  Upon failure to appear at the show cause hearing, the court shall 179 

proceed to trial and judgment without further process.    180 

Section 6. That The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended 181 

by adding a section, to be numbered 2.45.050, which said section reads as follows: 182 

Appeal to district court. 183 

(a) Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-2101 and amendments thereto, any person 184 
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aggrieved by a determination issued by a hearing officer may appeal to the district court 185 

by doing all of the following: 186 

(1) Submit a written notice of appeal to the City Clerk within 30 days of 187 

the determination.  The notice shall include: (i) the person’s name, mailing 188 

address, email address and telephone number; (ii) the date of the determination; 189 

(iii) case number; and (iv) type of case (i.e. parking, property maintenance costs).  190 

The City Clerk shall file-stamp or memorialize the date of receipt of the notice 191 

and return a copy to the person. 192 

(2) Submit a written request to the City Clerk for one copy of all 193 

pertinent records relative to the proceeding including but not limited to any 194 

recording or transcript of the proceedings.  The request shall be submitted to the 195 

City Clerk within 10 days of the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. 196 

Prepayment of all copying and other fees set forth in TMC 2.10.120 shall be 197 

required prior to production of the records.  198 

(3) File with the Clerk of the Shawnee County District Court the 199 

pertinent records prepared by the City Clerk within 60 days from the date of 200 

receipt of the notice of appeal. 201 

(b) Failure to file the records with the Clerk of the Shawnee County District 202 

Court within the 60 day period may result in the appeal being dismissed by the district 203 

court. 204 

(c) Unless the person requests from the district court a stay of the 205 

determination of the hearing officer within 70 days from the date of receipt of the notice 206 

of appeal, the City may proceed with enforcement.  207 

 Section 7. That section 8.60.070, Section 106 – Violations, abatements, fees, 208 
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of The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 209 

Section 106 – Violations, abatements, fees. 210 

Section 106.3, Prosecution of violation, is deleted in its entirety and the following 211 

provisions shall be substituted therefor: 212 

(a) A person who fails to comply with a notice of violation served in 213 

accordance with Section 107, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, if convicted, may 214 

be punished in accordance with subsection (b). A violation of this chapter shall be 215 

deemed a strict liability offense. Abatement of a violation by the Code Official shall not 216 

be a defense or excuse to a violation. The pendency of an administrative hearing 217 

pursuant to section 8.60.110 or section 8.75.040 shall not be a defense to a violation or 218 

prevent prosecution and adjudication in Municipal Court. 219 

(b) Punishment for a violation of the International Property Maintenance Code 220 

(IPMC), adopted pursuant to TMC 8.60.010, shall be as follows: 221 

(1) Upon a first conviction, a fine of not more than one thousand 222 

dollars;  223 

(2) Upon a second conviction, a fine of not less than one hundred 224 

dollars nor more than one thousand dollars;  225 

(3) Upon a third conviction, a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 226 

nor more than one thousand dollars;  227 

(4) Upon a fourth or subsequent conviction, a fine of not less than one 228 

thousand dollars nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars;  229 

(5) In addition to the preceding fines such person may be punished by 230 

a term of imprisonment which shall not exceed six (6) months, or by both such 231 

fines and imprisonment. 232 

https://topeka.municipal.codes/TMC/8.60.110
https://topeka.municipal.codes/TMC/8.75.040
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(c) For the purposes of determining whether a conviction is a first or 233 

subsequent conviction in sentencing under this section:  234 

(1) conviction includes being convicted of a violation of the IPMC, and 235 

it is irrelevant whether an offense occurred before or after conviction for a 236 

previous offense.  237 

(2) conviction includes being convicted of a violation of the IPMC or 238 

entering into a diversion agreement in lieu of further criminal proceedings on a 239 

complaint alleging a violation of this section;  240 

(3) any convictions occurring during the three years prior to the date of 241 

the occurrence shall be taken into account when determining the sentence to be 242 

imposed.  243 

(d) Each day that any violation of this ordinance continues shall constitute a 244 

separate offense and be punishable hereunder as a separate violation.  245 

(e) In addition to the penalties set forth above, the court may require that the 246 

owner register the property pursuant to Chapter 8.65 TMC. 247 

Section 8. That section 8.60.110, Section 111 – Hearing, of The Code of the 248 

City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 249 

Section 111 – Hearing. 250 

Sections 111.1 through 111.8 are deleted in their entireties and the following 251 

provisions shall be substituted therefor: 252 

Section 111.1 Administrative Appeal Hearing 253 

(a) An owner shall have the right to appeal the notice of violation to an 254 

Administrative Hearing Officer provided that a written application is submitted to the 255 

Code Official on or before the date designated in the notice. 256 



ORD/IPMC (Muni Court)   10/13/22 11 

(b) An application for an appeal hearing shall be based on a claim that (i) the 257 

provisions of Chapter 8.60 do not apply; (ii) the Code Official has incorrectly interpreted 258 

Chapter 8.60; and/or (iii) the requirements of Chapter 8.60 can be adequately satisfied 259 

by other means. The owner may not appeal a requirement imposed by Chapter 8.60. 260 

The intent of the appeal process is not to waive or set aside a requirement; it is to 261 

provide a means of reviewing a Code Official’s decision on an interpretation or 262 

application of Chapter 8.60 or reviewing a Code Official’s decision to approve or reject 263 

the equivalency of protection to a Chapter 8.60 requirement. 264 

(c) Written notice of the hearing date and time shall be provided to the person 265 

requesting the hearing within 10 calendar days of the hearing request. 266 

(d) The Administrative Hearing Officer shall affirm, modify or reverse the decision 267 

of the Code Official upon a determination that: (i) the notice of violation was served in 268 

accordance with TMC 8.60.080, subsection 107.3; (ii) the provisions of Chapter 8.60 269 

apply; (iii) the Code Official has correctly interpreted Chapter 8.60; and/or (iv) the 270 

requirements of Chapter 8.60 cannot be adequately satisfied by other means. The 271 

Hearing Officer may order abatement of the violation, impose an administrative penalty, 272 

and assess the abatement costs against the owner. 273 

(e) The Administrative Hearing Officer may administer oaths and affirmations, 274 

examine witnesses and receive evidence. The Hearing Officer may grant continuances 275 

where the officer finds that there is practical difficulty or undue hardship and that such 276 

extension is consonant with the general purpose to secure compliance with Chapter 277 

8.60. 278 

(f) The order may be appealed to the district court in accordance with K.S.A. 279 

60-2101 and amendments thereto.Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-2101 and amendments 280 



ORD/IPMC (Muni Court)   10/13/22 12 

thereto, any person aggrieved by a determination issued by the administrative hearing 281 

officer may appeal to the district court by doing all of the following: 282 

(1) Submit a written notice of appeal to the City Clerk within 30 days of 283 

the determination. The notice shall include: (i) the person’s name, mailing 284 

address, email address and telephone number; (ii) the date of the order; and (iii) 285 

case number. The City Clerk shall memorialize the date of receipt of the notice 286 

by file-stamp or another method and return a copy to the person. 287 

(2) Submit a written request to the City Clerk for one copy of all 288 

pertinent records relative to the proceeding including but not limited to any 289 

recording or transcript of the proceedings.  The request shall be submitted to the 290 

City Clerk within 10 days of the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. 291 

Prepayment of all copying and other fees set forth in TMC 2.10.120 shall be 292 

required prior to production of the records.  293 

(3) File with the Clerk of the Shawnee County District Court the 294 

pertinent records prepared by the City Clerk within 60 days from the date of 295 

receipt of the notice of appeal. 296 

(4) Failure to file the records with the Clerk of the Shawnee County 297 

District Court within the 60 day period may result in the appeal being dismissed 298 

by the district court. 299 

(5) Unless the person requests from the district court a stay of the 300 

hearing officer’s order within 70 days from the date of receipt of the notice of 301 

appeal, the City may proceed with enforcement. 302 

Section 9. That section 8.75.040, Hearing, of The Code of the City of Topeka, 303 

Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 304 
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Hearing. 305 

(a) The Administrative Hearing Officer may administer oaths and affirmations, 306 

examine witnesses and receive evidence. The Hearing Officer may grant continuances 307 

where the officer finds that there is practical difficulty or undue hardship and that such 308 

extension is consonant with the general purpose to secure compliance with this chapter. 309 

(b) If the Hearing Officer determines that: (1) the complaint was served in 310 

accordance with TMC 8.75.030; (2) the structure is so deteriorated or dilapidated or has 311 

become so out of repair as to be dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for 312 

human habitation or occupancy, such that it is unreasonable to repair the structure, the 313 

officer will provide findings to that effect, in writing, and shall issue an order which 314 

requires the owner to: 315 

(1)  Demolish and remove the structure within a prescribed period of time; 316 

(2)  Repair and/or make safe and sanitary the structure within a 317 

prescribed period of time if the structure is capable of being made safe by 318 

repairs; 319 

(3)  Board up the structure for future repair, subject to conditions; or 320 

(4)  Demolish or board up for future repair a structure under construction 321 

where construction has ceased for more than two years. Boarding the structure 322 

for future repair shall not extend beyond one year, unless approved by the 323 

Hearing Officer. 324 

(c) Any order shall be served on the property owner pursuant to TMC 325 

8.75.030 and a copy served personally or by first class mail to the other persons 326 

identified in TMC 8.75.030. Additionally, except for continuances, the order shall be 327 
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posted in a conspicuous place on the premises and filed with the Register of Deeds and 328 

the clerk of the district court in which the property is located. 329 

(d) The order may be appealed to the district court in accordance with K.S.A. 330 

60-2101 and amendments thereto.Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-2101 and amendments 331 

thereto, any of the parties identified in TMC 8.75.030 may appeal to the Shawnee 332 

County District Court by doing all of the following: 333 

(1) Submit a written notice of appeal to the City Clerk within 30 days of 334 

the determination. The notice shall include: (i) the person’s name, mailing 335 

address, email address and telephone number; (ii) the date of the order; and (iii) 336 

case number. The City Clerk shall memorialize the date of receipt of the notice 337 

by file-stamp or another method and return a copy to the person. 338 

(2) Submit a written request to the City Clerk for one copy of all 339 

pertinent records relative to the proceeding including but not limited to any 340 

recording or transcript of the proceedings.  The request shall be submitted to the 341 

City Clerk within 10 days of the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. 342 

Prepayment of all copying and other fees set forth in TMC 2.10.120 shall be 343 

required prior to production of the records.  344 

(3) File with the Clerk of the Shawnee County District Court the 345 

pertinent records prepared by the City Clerk within 60 days from the date of 346 

receipt of the notice of appeal. 347 

(4) Failure to file the records with the Clerk of the Shawnee County 348 

District Court within the 60 day period may result in the appeal being dismissed 349 

by the district court. 350 
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(5) Unless the person requests from the district court a stay of the 351 

hearing officer’s order within 70 days from the date of receipt of the notice of 352 

appeal, the City may proceed with demolition. 353 

 Section 10. That original § 2.40.040, § 2.40.130, § 2.40.180, § 2.40.210, § 354 

8.60.070 § 8.60.110 and § 8.75.040 of The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, are 355 

hereby specifically repealed. 356 

 Section 11. This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2023, and be in force 357 

from and after its passage, approval and publication in the official City newspaper. 358 

Section 12. This ordinance shall supersede all ordinances, resolutions or rules, 359 

or portions thereof, which are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance. 360 

Section 13. Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared 361 

invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of this 362 

ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid. 363 

 PASSED AND APPROVED by the Governing Body on ____________________. 364 
 365 
CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 366 
 367 
 368 
 369 
__________________________________ 370 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 371 

ATTEST: 372 
 373 
 374 
 375 
________________________________ 376 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 377 



 

Karan M. Thadani, Administrative Judge 
Municipal Court, 214 SE 8th Street  
Topeka, KS 66603 

Topeka, KS 66603 

Tel: 785-368-3776 
www.topeka.org  
 

MEMORANDUM 
To: CoC Committee c/o Hannah Uhlrig 

From: Judge Thadani  

Date: February 23, 2023 

Re: Code Docket Continuance Procedure    

In 2015, environmental/structural blight, grass/weed complaints, and zoning/land use regulations were 
pressing issues before the Topeka City Council. To help combat some of those problems, the Council 
adopted the International Property Maintenance Code [IPMC].  The IPMC provides requirements for 
continued use and maintenance of building elements, site conditions, swimming pools, plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical, and fire protection systems in existing residential and nonresidential structures.   

At the same time, the Code Docket was created at the Topeka Municipal Court.  All Defendants that have 
been criminally charged with IPMC violations appear before the Court on the Code Docket where a Judge, 
Prosecutor, and Code Inspector are present.  IPMC violations are considered unclassified misdemeanors 
under the Topeka Municipal Code, punishable by up to 179 days in jail and up to a $499 fine. 

Historically, the goal of the Code Docket has been to work with Defendants to correct the code violations 
on their property.  To assist them, some of the things that we do are:  direct them to services, grant 
continuances, get them in contact with their Code Inspector, and give them detailed pictures of the 
violations.  The goal was reached once the violations are corrected by owner [CBO], a satisfactory re-
inspection has been completed, and the code case was dismissed by the Prosecutor at no cost to the 
Defendant.  

For all cases filed in 2023, and moving forward, we will still continue to work with Defendants, but CBO 
cases will no longer be dismissed without a cost to the Defendant.  In November 2022, the City Council 
adopted an ordinance that mandates court costs to be imposed on all code case dismissals.   Thus, if a 
code case is dismissed in 2023+, a $76 court cost will be assessed to the Defendant.   

Procedurally, when a Defendant appears before the Court for the first time in a code case, he/she can 
either contest the charges or tell us they are willing to work with the City to correct the violations.  If they 
express a desire to contest the charges, we enter a not-guilty plea and set the case for trial.  Alternatively, 
if they are willing to correct the violations and work towards the case being dismissed, we continue the 
case for 60 days to see what kind of progress can be made. In those 60 days, we advise Defendants that 

http://www.topeka.org/


 

Karan M. Thadani, Administrative Judge 
Municipal Court, 214 SE 8th Street  
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we are looking for two primary things when determining whether or not a future continuance will be 
granted:  one, has there been progress since the last time the Defendant appeared before the Court, and 
two, has the Defendant made contact with their Code Inspector to update him/her on the progress being 
made.   

Although progress can be as simple as purchasing material or putting down a payment for a contractor, it 
can also be more complicated like waiting on the eviction process [to get the problem tenant out of the 
violation property] or finding someone who specializes in the areas of lead-paint or stucco remediation.  
Progress can be impacted by the weather [you cannot paint below 50 degrees], and more recently, it is 
has also been impacted by supply-chain issues.  Ultimately, progress is not an easy thing to measure 
because not all Defendants are created equally and some properties pose more immediate concerns than 
others.  As such, it is imperative for us to consider each Defendant’s individual situation, paying particular 
attention to their financial hardships and their ability to correct the violations themselves.  

Ultimately, if a Defendant returns to Court and has made reasonable progress towards correcting the 
violations, we usually grant them another sixty 60 day continuance.  We will continue to do this until the 
case is dismissed by the Prosecutor.  However, in situations wherein progress begins to diminish and the 
efforts of the Defendant begin to dwindle, the length of time between continuances begins to shorten 
from 60 days to 45 days to 30 days.  In those cases, once progress stops and the Court is unwilling to grant 
another continuance, the Defendant can set the case for trial or enter into a plea deal with the Prosecutor.  
Either way, the case will no longer remain on the weekly Code Docket.   

Ideally, we do not like cases to remain on the Code Docket for more than a year but as noted above, we 
have to understand that each Defendant presents their own unique situation.  But the fact of the matter 
is that once a case has been pending on the Code Docket for a year, it has really been in the system for at 
least 2 years (6 months to a year at code before it is sent to Prosecution for charging and filing with the 
Court which takes another 6 months) and some point, it no longer becomes prudent to keep “kicking the 
can down the road.”   

Plea Deal Example  

The Defendant is criminally charged in Municipal Court with four code violations.  The case has been 
pending on the Code Docket for a year, having been continued several times for various reasons. We reach 
a point where it becomes clear that the Defendant has no gumption to correct the violations on his/her 
property.  The Prosecutor objects to another continuance and the Court agrees by not granting one.  The 
Defendant can either ask for a plea offer or set the case for trial.  The Defendant desires to enter into a 
plea agreement and agrees to plead guilty to two violations.  In exchange for the guilty pleas, the 
Prosecutor dismisses the other two charges.  The Defendant is assessed $76 in court costs, and fined $250 
on each violation, totaling $576.  The Defendant is given 90 days to correct the violations that he/she was 
just convicted of.  After 90 days, if the violations are corrected, the Court will suspend the $250 fine.  In 
this situation, the Defendant would be left with a balance of $76.  Six months go by and the Code Inspector 
revisits the property to do a re-inspection, finding that violations still remain.  For the second time, the 
Defendant is sent a fix-it letter from Property Maintenance.  The Defendant does not comply and the case 
is sent back to Prosecution to file criminal charges again.  We go through the same process, except this 
time, if the Defendant still does not comply, we levy more severe fines or place the Defendant on 
probation with an underlying jail sentence.   

http://www.topeka.org/


(Published in the Topeka Metro News _______________________) 

ORD/Retaliatory Eviction   6/15/2023 1 

ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt, 3 
concerning retaliatory eviction, amending § 9.25.010 through § 4 
9.25.030 of the Topeka Municipal Code and repealing original 5 
sections and creating § 9.25.040 and § 9.25.050. 6 

 7 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS: 8 

Section 1. That section 9.25.010, Policy, of The Code of the City of Topeka, 9 

Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 10 

Policy. 11 

The CouncilGoverning Body recognizes the fact that many tenants hesitate to 12 

defend their right to a clean, safe and sanitary dwelling unit due to fear of eviction. It is 13 

hereby declared to be the public policy of the City that noa tenant in good standing 14 

should not be evicted from their dwelling unit due to retaliatory or harassment 15 

motiveswhere the eviction is motivated by the tenant’s exercise of a legal right to 16 

complain, in good faith, to a landlord or government agency that the dwelling unit 17 

endangers or impairs the health and safety of the tenant. 18 

Section 2. That the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended 19 

by adding a section, to be numbered 9.25.020, which said section reads as follows: 20 

Definitions. 21 

“Dwelling unit” means a structure or the part of a structure that is used as a 22 

home, residence or sleeping place by one person who maintains a household or by two 23 

or more persons who maintain a common household.   24 

“Good faith” means honesty in fact in the conduct of a transaction. 25 

“Good standing” means that a tenant is not in arrears in the payment of rent and 26 

is in compliance with the duties of a tenant enumerated in K.S.A. 58-2555 and 27 
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amendments thereto. 28 

“Landlord” means the owner or lessor of a dwelling unit or the building of which 29 

the unit is a part. 30 

“Rental agreement” means all agreements, written or oral, embodying the terms 31 

and conditions concerning the use and occupancy of a dwelling unit. 32 

“Tenant” means a person entitled under a rental agreement to occupy a dwelling 33 

unit. 34 

“Retaliate” or “retaliatory action” shall include but not be limited to any of the 35 

following actions by a landlord when such actions penalize a tenant because of an 36 

action identified in TMC 9.25.030: 37 

(1) Commencement of eviction; 38 

(2) Increasing the rent; and 39 

(3) Reduction of services required to be provided by the landlord pursuant to 40 

the rental agreement and/or K.S.A. 58-2553 and amendments thereto. 41 

Section 3. That section 9.25.020, Unlawful actions by landlords, of The Code 42 

of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby renumbered as 9.25.030 amended to read as 43 

follows: 44 

Unlawful actsions by landlords. 45 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner ora landlord of any dwelling to 46 

commence any action or proceeding to recover possession of a dwelling unit from a 47 

tenant, demand an increase in rent from the tenant, decrease services to which the 48 

tenant has been entitled, or otherwise cause the tenant to involuntarily quit the dwelling 49 

unit within six months after any of the following acts have occurredto retaliate against a 50 
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tenant if the following conditions are met: 51 

(a1) The tenant has organized or has become a member of a tenant’s 52 

union or similar organization; or Tthe tenant has complainedsubmitted a 53 

complaint, in writing and in good faith, either to the landlord or to a governmental 54 

agency charged with responsibility for enforcement of statutes, ordinances or 55 

regulations pertaining to the maintenance of safe and sanitary dwellings, of 56 

conditions in or affecting histhe tenant’s dwelling unit which constitutes a violation 57 

of any statute, ordinance or regulation pertaining to the maintenance of safe and 58 

sanitary dwellings; andor a government official has filed a notice or complaint of 59 

such violation.  60 

(2) The violation in subsection (a)(1) imposes responsibility on the 61 

landlord; and 62 

(3) The landlord retaliated against the tenant within six (6) months of 63 

either (i) the date the tenant organized or joined a tenant’s union or similar 64 

organization, or (ii) the date the tenant submitted the complaint. 65 

(b) The tenant has organized or has become a member of a tenants’ union or 66 

similar organization.If all of the conditions in subsection (a) are met, the tenant may 67 

submit an affidavit, the rental agreement and any other documentation to the City 68 

Attorney or designee.   69 

Section 3. That section 9.25.030, Landlord rights, of The Code of the City of 70 

Topeka, Kansas, is hereby renumbered as 9.25.040 and amended to read as follows: 71 

Landlord rightsActions deemed not retaliatory. 72 

Notwithstanding the provisions in TMC 9.25.020, a landlord may bring an action 73 
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for possession if: 74 

(a) A violation of an applicable statute, ordinance or regulation was primarily 75 

caused by a lack of reasonable care by the tenant or other person in the tenant’s 76 

household or persons upon the premises with the tenant’s consent; 77 

(b) The tenant is not current with his rental payments; or 78 

(c) Compliance with an applicable statute, ordinance or regulation requires 79 

alteration, remodeling or demolition which would effectively deny the tenant the use of 80 

the dwelling unit.  81 

(a) Notwithstanding TMC 9.25.030, a landlord may maintain an action to 82 

recover possession of the dwelling unit if:  83 

(1) The tenant is using the dwelling unit for an illegal purpose or for a 84 

purpose which is in violation of the rental agreement or if tenant is not fulfilling a 85 

material term of their lease or for nonpayment of rent; 86 

(2) The complaint was caused by the willful actions of the tenant, the 87 

tenant’s invitee or another person in the tenant’s household; or 88 

(3) The landlord seeks to recover possession on the basis of a notice 89 

to terminate a periodic tenancy, which notice was given to the tenant before the 90 

tenant's complaint. 91 

(b) Notwithstanding TMC 9.25.030, a landlord may increase the rent if:  92 

(1) The rent increase does not conflict with the rental agreement; and  93 

(2) the increase is made in good faith to compensate the landlord for 94 

expenses incurred as a result of acts of God, public utility service rate increases, 95 

property tax increases or other increases in costs of operation. 96 
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Section 4. That the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended 97 

by adding a section, to be numbered 9.25.050, which said section reads as follows: 98 

Penalties; habitual violator. 99 

(a) Notwithstanding TMC 1.10.070, punishment for a violation of TMC 100 

9.25.030 shall be as follows: 101 

(1) Upon a first conviction, a fine of not more than one thousand dollars 102 

($1000). 103 

(2) Upon a second conviction, a fine of not less than one hundred 104 

dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1000).  105 

(3) Upon a third conviction, a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 106 

($500) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1000). 107 

(4) Upon a fourth or subsequent conviction, a fine of not less than one 108 

thousand dollars ($1000) nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars 109 

($2500).  110 

In addition to the preceding fines such person may be punished by a term of 111 

imprisonment which shall not exceed twelve months, or by both such fines and 112 

imprisonment. 113 

(b) For the purposes of determining whether a conviction is a first or 114 

subsequent conviction in sentencing under this section:  115 

(1) Conviction includes being convicted of a violation of TMC 9.25.030 116 

and it is irrelevant whether an offense occurred before or after conviction for a 117 

previous offense.  118 

(2) Conviction includes being convicted of a violation of TMC 9.25.030 119 
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or entering into a diversion agreement in lieu of further criminal proceedings on a 120 

complaint alleging a violation of this section.  121 

(3) Any convictions occurring during the three years prior to the date of 122 

the occurrence shall be taken into account when determining the sentence to be 123 

imposed.  124 

(c) Each day that any violation of this ordinance continues shall constitute a 125 

separate offense and may be punishable hereunder as a separate violation.  126 

Section 5. That original § 9.25.010 through § 9.25.030 of the Code of the City 127 

of Topeka, Kansas, are hereby specifically repealed. 128 

 Section 6. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force on June 1, 2023 129 

after its passage, approval and publication in the official City newspaper. 130 

Section 7. This ordinance shall supersede all ordinances, resolutions or rules, 131 

or portions thereof, which are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance. 132 

Section 8. Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared 133 

invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of this 134 

ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid. 135 

 PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council on ____________________. 136 
 137 
CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 138 
 139 
 140 
__________________________________ 141 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 142 

ATTEST: 143 
 144 
 145 
________________________________ 146 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 147 
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Janice Watkins <ceo@topekahabitat.org> 

Wed 6/7  12:03 PM 

Karen A. Hiller 

 

My comments are in alignment with the others. It is a good start. Not perfect, but it is a good 

starting point and I thank you and the City Attorney for compiling thoughts and responses.  

 

Janice Watkins 

(she/her/hers) 

CEO 

Topeka Habitat for Humanity 

121 NE Gordon Street 

Topeka, KS 66608 

785.234.4322 

Fax. 785.357.7050 

We build strength, stability, self-reliance and shelter.  

 

Teresa Baker <TBaker@HousingAndCredit.org> 

Saturday  6/3, 1:17 AM 

Karen A. Hiller; 

 

Hello.  Thank you for the significant efforts to all who have contributed to the Changing our 

Culture of Property Maintenance Initiative.  Living in rental housing that meets minimum health 

and safety standards, regardless of the monthly rental rate, is a right that should be afforded to 

all.   When counseling tenants and landlords, HCCI is a neutral third party.  We believe renters 

and landlords should comply with their rights and obligations under rental housing laws, codes, 

and ordinances.  We work to educate the parties to help tenants achieve housing stability. 

 

After consideration, HCCI staff believes the ordinance is fair and reasonable.  We agree with 

City Attorney Amanda Stanley's statement regarding issues that may arise with the ordinance - 

"re-evaluating if additions need to be made after we see how it works in practice."  It can always 

be tweaked or amended if needed after it is adopted..." 

 

We counsel hundreds of tenants and landlords each year.  We also provide classroom education 

to both parties, respectively.  When the topic of retaliation comes up, we ensure tenants 

understand the current retaliation ordinance.  The same applies when we counsel landlords.  We 

have found that once landlords learn the details of the ordinance, including the ramifications for 

noncompliance, the majority will comply with the requirements. 

 

There are numerous excellent landlords and property managers in Topeka.  Unfortunately, we 

also have noncompliant landlords.  In our experience, often the landlords that do not comply 

with rental housing laws, codes and ordinances have tenants with few rental options due to low-

income, credit issues, or past felonies.  We believe efforts to communicate the existence of the 

current or future ordinance and, importantly, enforcement of the ordinance is essential to 

reducing retaliation.   

 

Thank you for allowing us to provide feedback.   

Teresa Baker                                                             

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/gZsFCJ6KOvhqK33McVF5Sf?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
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Executive Director 

Housing and Credit Counseling, Inc. – Celebrating 51 Years! 

800-383-0217 - tbaker@housingandcredit.org 

www.housingandcredit.org 

License # CSO.0000003 

 

Johnathan Sublet <jsublet@fellowshiphicrest.com> 

Thu 6/1, 6:48 AM 

Karen A. Hiller 

 

Hello! 

I’m still on vacay but had time to read this. I believe that it works. We don’t manage our 

properties so the education piece is going to be key for owners and rental management 

companies.  

 

Love the people See the need Serve the will of God, 

 

Johnathan Sublet 

Fellowship Hi-Crest Servant Pastor  

Office:(785)431-0404 

Mobile: (785)380-9039 

jsublet@fellowshiphicrest.com  

455 SE Golf Park Blvd., Topeka, KS 66605 

 

Carrie Higgins 

 Wed 5/31, 4:29 PM 

 

I am in agreement as well.  I think the ordinance is good and there is no way to cover every 

possible scenario.  

  

Thank you, 

  

Carrie Higgins 

Interim Housing Services Division Director 

City of Topeka 

620 SE Madison, 1st Floor 

Topeka, KS 66607 

785-368-4456 

 

Linda Jones-Giltner <ljonesgiltner@petersoncompanies.com> 

 Wed 5/31, 12:25 PM 

 
Just finished reading it all today. Yes, we (Apartment Council of Topeka) agree as well and 

appreciate you keeping us informed. 

  

Linda Jones-Giltner, CAM 

mailto:tbaker@housingandcredit.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/VAR_Co2nMwTrvJ0YFzUMu9?domain=housingandcredit.org/
mailto:jsublet@fellowshiphicrest.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/rvrrC9rAqVFk2YVzf3qXGO?domain=maps.google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/q82fC82zpRT6Yw8Xc1RUhc?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/txfUCOYXWAupvAQ7TEyrCO?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/txfUCOYXWAupvAQ7TEyrCO?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/txfUCOYXWAupvAQ7TEyrCO?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/txfUCOYXWAupvAQ7TEyrCO?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/txfUCOYXWAupvAQ7TEyrCO?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
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Property Manager 

Cedar Ridge Apartments 

3216 SW Eveningside Drive 

Topeka, KS  66614 

785-272-0106 

Fax 785-272-0236 

ljonesgiltner@petersoncompanies.com 

ACT Board of Directors/Association Executive 

 

Chris Palmer <Chris@Corner1.org> 

Wed 5/31, 11:50 AM 

 

We at Cornerstone of Topeka echo Steve’s comments.  Thank you for reaching out to the 

stakeholders! 

  

Chris Palmer 

Executive Director 

Cornerstone of Topeka, Inc. 

chris@corner1.org 

(785) 232-1650 

 

Steve and Linda Vogel <spldvogel@yahoo.com> 

 Sun 5/28, 8:39 PM 

 

 Karen, 

 

Thanks for soliciting our opinions.  I think you know, my focus is looking out for the interest of 

landlords, particularly mom and pop landlords.  I believe that keeping the business environment 

that landlords operate in as free as possible from unnecessary burdens is in the best interest of 

everyone.  That being said, it doesn't appear to me that this proposed change to the regulation is a 

very big deal.  As Amanda said, it is impossible to predict every possible scenario, but this 

change doesn't appear to impose any additional burdens on landlords. 

 

Thank you, 

Steve Vogel 

President SCLA 

Karen A. Hiller 

Karen A. Hiller 

 

 Sat 5/27/2023 1:31 PM 

To: 

Teresa Baker <TBaker@HousingAndCredit.org>; 

ceo@topekahabitat.org; 

Chris Palmer <Chris@Corner1.org>; 

jsublet@fellowshiphicrest.com; 

Steve and Linda Vogel <spldvogel@yahoo.com>; 

mailto:ljonesgiltner@petersoncompanies.com
mailto:chris@corner1.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Xbg3C2kqjLCpErWztnHh7V?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Xbg3C2kqjLCpErWztnHh7V?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Xbg3C2kqjLCpErWztnHh7V?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Xbg3C2kqjLCpErWztnHh7V?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Xbg3C2kqjLCpErWztnHh7V?domain=us.report.cybergraph.mimecast.com


Page | 4  
 

ljonesgiltner@petersoncompanies.com; 

Carrie Higgins 

Cc: 

Christina Valdivia-Alcala; 

Elizabeth Toyne 

 

Retaliatory Eviction = Nonprofit 

and Landlord Feedback 5-7-

23.docx18 KB 
 

 

Retaliatory Eviction - City 

Attorney Comments 5-15-

23.docx16 KB 
 

 

Retaliatory Eviction 

Ordinance as of 5-1-

23.docx17 KB 
 

Show all 3 attachments (51 KB) Download all  

 

Hi, HCCI, Habitat, Cornerstone, SENT, City of Topeka Housing, SCLA and Apt Council - 

 

Thank you SO MUCH for your very detailed first-round feedback on the proposed updates to the 

City of Topeka's ordinance prohibiting retaliatory evictions!  Can we ask for a second round? 

 

Attached are the summary of all of your remarks that I prepared for the City Attorney, her 

response, and a copy, unchanged, of the proposed ordinance with updates. 

 

Tried to keep this light...but if you want me to send you your comments again, I would be happy 

to do that. 

 

If you think we should have a meeting and hash this out a bit more, that can be arranged, and we 

can get the City Attorney to join us.  

 

The next Public Health and Safety Committee meeting, where we hope to be ready for the 

Committee to review and advance this proposal, is scheduled for June 21 at 11 AM.    

 

So, I know it's the holiday weekend....(hopefully you are not even seeing this until Tuesday!!)  If 

we could hear back from you by Friday June 2, that will give us plenty of time to process 

comments and/or set and hold a work session with you if needed. 

 

Thank you SO much!  Hope you have (or had, depending on when you read this!) a great 

weekend!! 

 

Karen 

 

Karen Hiller, Co-Lead, Changing our Culture of Property Maintenance Initiative 

Chair, Public Health and Safety Committee 

Councilwoman, City of Topeka District 1 

(785) 232-2917 

khiller@topeka.org 

  

Agree to the facts....respect all....spend time on solutions! 

 

https://email.topeka.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADdmMjZhZjk0LWViOWMtNGU5ZS1hMWEyLWE4ZWMwZjc2Y2VmNgBGAAAAAAD6jjK%2BTms9T6KAxgMa1zt%2FBwB4gywOkd%2FeTJpGkWCqwQwCAAAOzN8EAABPdPsuqvmOQ5LJVixcusx7AAPvOqvEAAABEgAQAPGo8QA4EodBk9AOzCVQuwE%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nrwKrg-Y20O5UEAVC7WPTbBfhICSbNsIId2fUC-lEOMSSEOjQ1g6YXCAR4cQzhT4iLiND6a4158.
https://email.topeka.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADdmMjZhZjk0LWViOWMtNGU5ZS1hMWEyLWE4ZWMwZjc2Y2VmNgBGAAAAAAD6jjK%2BTms9T6KAxgMa1zt%2FBwB4gywOkd%2FeTJpGkWCqwQwCAAAOzN8EAABPdPsuqvmOQ5LJVixcusx7AAPvOqvEAAABEgAQAPGo8QA4EodBk9AOzCVQuwE%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nrwKrg-Y20O5UEAVC7WPTbBfhICSbNsIId2fUC-lEOMSSEOjQ1g6YXCAR4cQzhT4iLiND6a4158.
https://email.topeka.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADdmMjZhZjk0LWViOWMtNGU5ZS1hMWEyLWE4ZWMwZjc2Y2VmNgBGAAAAAAD6jjK%2BTms9T6KAxgMa1zt%2FBwB4gywOkd%2FeTJpGkWCqwQwCAAAOzN8EAABPdPsuqvmOQ5LJVixcusx7AAPvOqvEAAABEgAQAPGo8QA4EodBk9AOzCVQuwE%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nrwKrg-Y20O5UEAVC7WPTbBfhICSbNsIId2fUC-lEOMSSEOjQ1g6YXCAR4cQzhT4iLiND6a4158.
https://email.topeka.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADdmMjZhZjk0LWViOWMtNGU5ZS1hMWEyLWE4ZWMwZjc2Y2VmNgBGAAAAAAD6jjK%2BTms9T6KAxgMa1zt%2FBwB4gywOkd%2FeTJpGkWCqwQwCAAAOzN8EAABPdPsuqvmOQ5LJVixcusx7AAPvOqvEAAABEgAQAPGo8QA4EodBk9AOzCVQuwE%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nrwKrg-Y20O5UEAVC7WPTbBfhICSbNsIId2fUC-lEOMSSEOjQ1g6YXCAR4cQzhT4iLiND6a4158.
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